STORIES OF FAITH IN ACTION WAtz

Reaching Young
Adults
Krista Oppie

Your mission support
provides for the ELCA’s
present and future gospel
witness by funding the
gathering and empowering of
young adults (ages 18-30)
for service through ELCA -
congregations, synods, seminaries, outdoor ministries, campus and chaplaincy
ministries, colleges and universities, and pilot ministry programs.

Here is an example:

Conversation starter: Krista Oppie is a first-year student at Luther Seminary
in St. Paul, Minn., but she already has years of mission and ministry experience.
This twenty-something leader has served for a year in the Philippines with
the ELCA Young Adults in Global Mission program. She has participated in
a pilot program in northwest Washington state that mobilizes young adults to
fight the causes of world hunger. Before that, she ministered in soup kitchens,
in El Salvador and on the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota.

Most recently, Krista has participated in the Young Adult Conversations
Pilot Program, which helps young adults to consider what their ministry
might be and how the church can encourage them. She starts the ministry
conversations and then listens and encourages future conversations.

“l was instantly excited by this program. I knew that | was not going to
be selling anything or pushing a new youth ministry or trying to convince
someone of what they should be doing with their lives,” said Krista. “The
creativity and interests of the participants are the focus.”

For more Stories of Faith in Action, visit www.elca.org/stewardship/interpreting.html.
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