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WELCOME TO miteinander

Greetings from Wittenberg, Germany! And,
welcometo our Germany-based newsletter,
mitdnander. It means“together” in German and
describes how the work of the ELCA Wittenberg
Center brings people from throughout theworld
together in preparation for mission.

mitdnander is an occasional publication of First
Lutheran Church, Freeport, lllinois, reporting on
the ministry of Pastors Bill Swanson and Twila
Schock, members of our congregation whom we
supportin their missionary work in Germany.

ALUMNI PROFILE:
"As ateacher, | believe in repetition . . ..

"Asaretired teacher, | believein repetition," says Kay
Erickson. Asafour-time participant in ELCA
Wittenberg Center programs, she practices what she
teaches.

Erickson made her first trip to Germany in 1987. "In
those days, wewent behind the Curtain," says
Erickson. "l fell in lovewith Germany, but never
dreamt that I'd come back. But, two important things
happened -- the Wall came down and the ELCA
Wittenberg Center began itsministry." Sheattended
her first Wittenberg Center program in 1999; the
accompanying professor was Dr. Timothy Lull,
president of Pacific Lutheran Seminary. Sncethen,
shehas attended three additional Wittenberg Center
travel seminars.

When asked why she continues to register for
Wittenberg Center experiences, shereflected, "In
many other programsabroad, people get off the bus,
snap their pictureand say, 'That was Wittenberg.'
After my first Wittenberg Center program, | decided
‘That'stheway to go!" Meeting with local German
people, participating in worship services -- both
prepared by the Center and with German
congregations, joining people in ordinary activities --
coffee hour, peace prayers, for example -- are some of
theresourceswhich Erickson findsthe most
compelling.

Pastor Twila Schock
Pastor William Swanson

Shealso finds the community formation, group
comradeship, and 'travel incidents' to add to the
richness of the pilgrimage experience. Sherecallsone
humorous experiencein Torgau when her seminar
group discovered -- whilevisiting Katharinavon
Bora'sdeath house -- five participants were missing.
"They fell behind and got locked into St. Mary's
Church!" shelaughs, assherecallsthat the group had
taken some additional time to appreciate the church
where Katharinavon Bora's memorial headstoneis

kept.

Asked if theprogramsimpacted her spiritually,
Erickson replied, "Wow! But, it'shard to say how.

It's changed theway | look at things. | feel asif | have
anew understanding of mission emphasis." But, she
also liftsup that sheisimpressed by the
commonalitiesthat Christians shareglobally. "We
have the same cadence asthe Germansin our
worship. We Christiansare simply not that different,
regardless of wherewearein theworld."

Will she
come
again?
"Of
course

Erickson.
And,
indeed,
sheis
already
registered
for her Kay Erickson, Amery, Wisconsin, enjoysa local
fifth speaker on her fourth Wittenberg Center travel
Center seminar.

experience! Herzlich Wilkommen, Kay!

FOLLOW YOUR FRIENDS ON LINE

Do you have afriend who has participated in a
Wittenberg Center travel seminar? Share their
experience and follow in their footsteps from the
comfort of your p.c. chair. Simply log onto
www.online.travelreport.de Y ouwill find both
current programs in process as well as detailed
reports of previous journeys. Log on, and takea
virtual travel seminar!




THANKS TO YOU

Without your on-going support, the Wittenberg
Center’'swork would not be possible. We say “thank
you” to thefollowing individuals, churches or
organizations who have been recent supporters of the
ELCA Wittenberg Center:

GLOBAL MISSION SUPPORT
(WITTENBERG CENTER DESIGNATED GIFTS)

HelgeMalmede' ... Wittenberg, GERMANY
Chapsl of Light .......... Naval Air Station Keflavik, ICELAND
Marilyn & Roger TIMmM ......coevonreninrereneneeenens Riverside, IL
Anonymous

Mary Beam .......coevreueririieiieneese st Gastonia, NC
Kay Erickson Amery, WI
DiXie LEEDOWNS ..ceccviiiciccciicee st Lincolnwood, IL
First Lutheran Church Endowment ..........cccceceeune. Freeport, IL
United Lutheran Church ............. ..0ak Park, IL

Marian HOrMN ..o Fremont, OH

In memory of T.J. Kldnhans

Keith & EUNICE ROE........cccviviiiictiiescciee s Vestal, NY
* * *
LeonaKleinhans.. Appleton, WI
Shirley Mitchdll.... ... Merrill, Wl
Bruce Harshberger ... Willmar, MN
DaAle DUSMAN ...ttt Balto, MD
Robert & Sally Winkel .......... ..Kingston, WA
Ruben & RebeccaDominguez........c.ccceeene Melrose Park, IL

In honor of Bill, Twila, Renate,
Wittenberg residents, and Propst Hallm

Boni & Jerome Schanil .......cccvvevviciievici e Hector, MN

* * *

In mamory of M arvin Schock:

Robert & Jane Buckley Farlee.........c.cc.cuu... Minneapolis, MN

* * *
Dean Bard ......cccccieiiiiice s Baltimore, MD
Helen RUAIE......ccoecice e Fargo, ND
Paul & Kristin LUCAS......ccccovvieviieiieiiisrecceete e Hillsdale, M1
John & PhylliS SIMS......ccooviiiiinccries Chattanooga, TN
Louanne & Glenn Isernhagen.......ccocvcvevninenns Longmont, CO
Kountze Memorial Lutheran Church .. Omaha, NE
David HUNSUCKES .....ccoeeviciiiiiieciee i Gastonia, NC
Alex & LOISWACKET ..ot Lincoln, NE
JONN BUSSE ...ttt s ars Sandwich, IL
Dave & Rhonda Collins .......cccccveveivneccnnnes Overland Park, IL
Blanchardville Lutheran Church .Blanchardville, W1
Mary Jane Schmidt........coooerveeonnincnnneneens Overland Park, KS

* * *

In mamory of Bill Kopp:
Richard and Naomi Bruesehoff..........cccccocvuvennnne Park Ridge, IL
GIFTS "IN KIND”

Library books and resources:
Heloisa Gralow Dalferth.............. Santa Cruz do Sul, BRAZIL
William and Amy Benson .........ccveevomieninnnenn Eau Claire, WI
Christ Lutheran Church....... ..San Antonio, TX
Augsburg Fortress Publishers.........c...c........ Minneapolis, MN

Vdunteer supplies
Andrew and Mimi White.......cccoevveviiennes Chambersburg, PA

In memory of Mark Olson:

Computer Sotware and Equi pment:
Richard & Naomi Bruesehoff ..........coevviiienens Park Ridge, IL

* ok kx

Worship Resources

Augsburg Fortress Publishers............ccc...... Minneapolis, MN
Christ Lutheran Church......ccccvevvieiiciinnne, San Antonio, TX
LaVoNNe AUQUSEINE........ccvvneeieerenseesriieene Turtle Lake, WI
William and Amy Benson ..........ccoeeveeeonerinenens Eau Claire, W1
SheilaBerklund

Richard and Naomi Bruesehoff .........cccccccevuenens Park Ridge, IL
BONNI€CaiN ...coocieecriiceerecste e Marshfield, WI
Kay EFCKSON w..o.oveviiriieiinieteesiseie s Amery, WI

Joan Jones.. .Watertown, WI
Ruth Jones............ .Watertown, WI
Marvin Kaufmann Watertown, WI
Greg and Diane Kaufmann.........cccccveee. ChippewaFalls, WI
ArdalaLittlefield ..o Hayward, WI

David Lundin...... ... Dresser, W1
Sharon Magelssen ......... ..Mason City, IA
Ray and lvy Reinholtzen Danbury, WI
LaMae Rohland .........cccccovniniinninicicnns ChippewaFalls, WI
Mary Jane Schmidt Leawood, KS
Jeanneand David Warner ........coevveeieeseesceesene e Colfax, W1
Howard and Bonnie Weber .......cccceevveevvvercciinnnnns Bloomer, WI
Kathy and DennisWohlers........coeovniinninens Mondovi, WI

WITTENBERG CENTER ENDOWMENT GIFTS
(ELCA FOUNDATION)

Warren and Lorraine PosSin ........ccccvveveieiieneens San Pablo, CA
Mary BEam ........cccorriinieieenneeees s Gastonia, NC
Partee Boli€K.........cccuvveeunee ..Phoenix, MD

Gary & Paulette Wollersheim........cccovvviinneens Rockford, IL
S. Mark Lutheran Church Foundation ...Mount Prospect, IL

Giftsin memory of Marvin Schock:
Karl and Ruth REKO ........cccovvveicciiececsiic e, River Forest, IL

Andrew Tiebert Chicago, IL
P. Lars Bostrom Chicago, IL
Donald HallDerg......oevonninieenriccese s Chicago, IL

SUMMER SEMINAR
OPPORTUNITY IN GERMANY

It’snot too late to register for a summer travel
seminar of the Wittenberg Center. Dr. Mary Jane
Haemig, Reformation scholar and professor, will lead
“Martin Luther: Reformer in HisOwn Timeand
Today” Junel-14.

In addition to hearing seven expert lectures by Dr.
Haemig and five presentations by German specialists,
you will visit Berlin, Wittenberg, Eisleben, Halle,
Torgau, Leipzig, Buchenwald, Erfurt, Weimar,
Eisenach, Marburg, Mainz and Worms.The cost is
$1960 per person plusairfare. For information,
contact Marlene DeWulf at 800-638-3522, ext. 6551, or
visit www .elca.org/ ewbc.




MEET OUR INTERNATIONAL
SCHOLARS AND STUDENTS

“I thought it would be niceto give someonefraom aredeve oping
nation theopportunity tolearn about our Lutheran heritageandto
takeit back homewith them. | never expected that they would give
somuch moretoour travel seminar than wecould havegiven to
them!” --Participant, “Women of the Reformation”

* Kk K

“Looking a thissaminar through the eyes of our internationa
students opened me up to experiencesthat | could havenever
imagined.” -- Participant, “ Seminary Immersion”

Asaglobal learning center, the Wittenberg Center
seeksto bring peoplefrom throughout theworld into
dialoguewith one another. Walking together with
partner church members from throughout theworld,
Center program participantsare ableto explore their
mutual heritage, ask questions of oneanother and
share the joys that accompany our witnessto the
Gospel.

The International Student and Scholar Sipend fund
of the Wittenberg Center enables studentsfrom
developing and redeveloping nationsto both enrich
and receive the gifts of Wittenberg Center programs.

We introduce some of the recent international stipend
recipients.

At left, the
Rev.
Heloisa
Gralow
Dalferth
(Brazil),
author of
Kaharina
von Bora:
Uma
Biogréfia,
enjoysthe
opportunity to engage Dr. Martin Treu, a Katharina
von Bora specialist in conversation.

Christina
Dalferth
(Brazil), is
thefirst
youth
stipend
recipient. At
right,ina
lighter
moment, she
displaysher
self-portrait .

Two seminarians, Tatiana Wagner (Russia) and
Ignaki Unzaga (Chile/ Argentina), were international
guestsin the Center’s January-term seminary
immersion program along with 10 other seminarians
from Luther and Wartburg Seminary.

At left, Ignaki

Unzaga

providesguitar

accompaniment

asthe

seminarians

join in song on a

sitevisit. Scott

Johnson, in the

foreground, isa

student at

Luther Seminary in St. Paul.
Tatiana Wagner
(right), seeks
darification on
theroleof
women in the
DDR from Frau
Gesine Acker,
theday’s
program
presenter.

CULTURE CORNER: IT ALL ADDS UP

Nearly all of uscan remember learning about
compound nouns-- words like cowboy, nightgown,
balroom. Few of us, however, have been acquainted
with English-language compound nounswhich can
rival their German-language counterparts.

When driving, we've all used Geschwindigkeits-
begrenzungsverkehrszeichen. But would werecognize
oneif we saw one? Of coursewewould! It'sthe
trafficsign on which speed limitsareposted. And, if
you're eating out, you would certainly want your
restaurant manager to have received a good report on
her Restaurantfacharbeterprugungsergebnis. What isit?
It'sthe results of the exam required of restaurant
managers' training courses.

Of course, if you're building a new homein Alaska,
you'd want to be surethat the Isdierglasfenster-
hergdlerveeinigung of your local Marvin Window's
was being paid enough. What are we talking about?
The organization for the manufacturers of insulated
glasswindows.

Here'sonefor you to decide! Whatisa
Tourismusunternehmenwerbeberatungsvertrag? Send
your answersvia e-mail (see contact information).
The prize? A Wittenberg Center poster featuring the
predella of the famous Cranach triptych. Thewinner
will beannounced in the next newsletter and the
award will be presented in person at the next Center
study program for which thewinner registers.



PLAN YOUR NEXT JOURNEY OR
SABBATICAL ON-LINE

Would you liketo plan a self-guided pilgrimage of
Lutherland? Areyou hoping to learn more about
Walpurga Bugenhagen, the wife of Martin Luther's
pastor? Do you need accessto the Town Church
Archivesin order to complete your doctoral thesis?
Would you liketo livein a monastic community to
reflect on your life or ministry? Areyou a church
musician in search of original Bach manuscripts?

Makethe Website Journey and Sabbatical Planner
your starting point. How do you useit? Smply log
on to thewebsite of the ELCA Wittenberg Center
(www.elca.org/ ewbc). On thehomepageyou will
find alink to the sabbatical and journey planner.

The Website Journey and Sabbatical Planner gives
you the option of researching by topic (i.e. music,
persons of the reformation, language and culture
programs, retreat centers) or by site (i.e. Buchenwald,
Wartburg Castle, Eisleben). A link isalso provided to
assist you in translating German w ebsitesinto
English.

After you havedecided the course of your next
journey in Germany, cick "Plan My Sabbatical." By
completing thisform, you will beableto request
lodging and ground travel within Germany. Your
completed form isautomatically submitted to the
ELCA Wittenberg Center, whereitisforwarded to a
ground agent who will assist you in planning your
travel.

IN THE NEWS:
"PRIVATIZING CEMETERIES"

Plans by a German state government to overhaul
strict ruleson burialsand allow peopleto keep the
ashes of their loved oneson their mantelpieces are
causing concern to the German church. "To takeand
store urnsin private homes might lead to improper
use," said Manfred Sorg, president of the Evangelical
Church of Westphalia. "Theway in which wetreat
our dead also demonstrates how we care for the
living and how we respect human dignity."

* * *

Women who raise familiesand also work outsidethe
homeare being targeted by a new Web site offering
information about the Protestant church, launched by
Germany'smain Protestant church body. The
Evangelical Church of Germany (EKD) opened the
siteon 7 January with women between the ages of 25
and 45in mind.

BE A PART OF THE
WITTENBERG CENTER EXPERIENCE:
YOU CAN HELP

How can you help the ELCA Wittenberg Center bea
center for global mission and learning?

Make a tax-deductible Easter gift to the Wittenberg
Center by using the enclosed gift card and envelope.
(Gifts sent directly to the Center in Germany are not
tax-deductible.)

What are the special needs of the Wittenberg Center
at thistime?

-- Support for the salary of bi-lingual secretary
Ms. Renate irl

-- Resourcesto underwrite program
development for Indian women

-- Support for the ELCA Wittenberg Center
International Student Stipend Fund

-- General operating expenses

-- Support for the development of new
educational resource materials

-- “In kind” giftsfor the Wittenberg Center
library and resource room; writeto
ELCAWittenbergCenter@t-online.defor a
needslist

-- Resourcesto underwriteand support the
development of youth programming

-- Resourcesto underwrite the salary of
additional support staff

-- Resourcesto support the purchase of
needed office equipment and a Center vehicle

CONTACT INFORMATION FOR
BILL AND TWILA

E-mail (personal): Schock Swanson @cs.com
E-mail (business):EL CAWittenbergCenter @-onlinede

Telephone: +49-3491-412-531
FAX: +49-3491-412-532
Home: +49-3491-411-665
Website: www.elca.org/ ewbc

Mail:  Schock/ Swanson
ELCA Wittenberg Center
Schlossplatz 1d

06886 Lutherstadt Wittenberg
GERMANY
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