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WELCOME TO miteinander

Greetings from Wittenberg, Germany! And,
welcometo our Germany-based newsletter,
mitdnander. It means“together” in German and
describes how the work of the ELCA Wittenberg
Center brings people from throughout theworld
together in preparation for mission.

mitdnander is an occasional publication of First
Lutheran Church, Freeport, Illinois, reporting on
the ministry of Pastors Bill Swanson and Twila
Schock, members of our congregation whom we
supportin their missionary work in Germany.

SEMINARY IMMERSION, 2005:
Adventures in Communication

In anation that isbecoming moreand more multi-
cultural, US congregationsneed leaderswho areable
to open themselvesto othersand to communicate the
welcoming gospel message across the boundaries of
background and culture. These leaders must also be
rooted in theidentity and traditions of their faith. In
Wittenberg this January, fifteen seminary students
experienced an immersion course that combined new
cross-cultural discoverieswith a journey “back to the
roots.”

Many of the students’ German host families spoke no
English. In the spirit of cross-cultural immersion,
studentsused the German skillsthey learned in their
initial “ crash course’” aswell astheir travel phrase
booksand creative body language to rise to the
challenge. They madetheir needsknown and formed
friendships within their host families. The families
invited their gueststo experiencethelife of a German
household—the rhythm of mealtimes, family customs
and traditions, favorite games and television
programs, Sunday afternoon walks on the Elbe River.
Guests and hosts opened their livesand heartsto one
another.

"With my host family, | learned to communicate
despite alanguage barrier,” one student reported.
Another realized, “ There is something human that
connectsusall, regardless of language.”

Thediversity of thegroup itself provided another
forum for learning cross-cultural communication
skills: participants came from five countries, four
Christian denominations, and their ages spanned 50
years. The USparticipants came from different
seminariesand diverseregions. For three weeks these
studentsfrom diverse backgrounds came together in
Wittenberg to engage the Reformation tradition and
the German host culture.

"On thisprogram, | learned an awareness of the
other,” onestudent enthused. “| sometimes forget
that my littleworld isn't thewholeworld.”

Jan Caby (center), the Lutheran Church in Slovakia,
Dan Sire, Wartburg Seminary, and a member of the
Wittenberg Vocational School learn cross-cultural skills
by browning meat for a multi-cultural meal.

In January, the participantsin the seminary
immersion program got aglimpse of that “whole
world,” through each other’seyesand through the
eyes of their host culture. They, and the congregations
and communitiesthey will serve, benefit from the
cross-cultural skillsthey acquired during their time
with the Wittenberg Center in Germany. In learning
to walk together with their host familiesand their
fellow participants, these church leadershave learned
to open themselvesto othersand to experiencethe
promises of the Gospel through new sets of eyes.

For moreinformation about the annual Seminary
Cross-Cultural Immersion Program of the ELCA
Wittenberg Center, contact

EL CAWittenbergCenter @t-onlinedeor
Dr. Duane Priebe, Wartburg Seminary, at
DPRIEBE @WartburgSeminary.edu.




FROM INDIA TO EISLEBEN:
Reformation ldentity
Served Up with Curry

With the Indian Women program less than two
monthsaway, the final travel and resource
arrangementsare falling into place. Each email
exchange and each phone call cementsanother
detail of the program planning process:. the
development of theitinerary, arrangement of
site visits, organization of local resource people,
sharing of the participant list, application for
visas, purchase of plane tickets. Anticipation is
growing in both countries.

Each of the twelve Lutheran churchesin India
will send one representative to the Wittenberg
Center program. These ambassadorswork in the
areas of lay leadership, youth ministry, social
work, church administration and ordained
ministry. One participantisabishop.

For nine daysin April, these twelve participants
will join usin Germany for atraveling Luther
seminar. Together we will explore many of the
sites of the Reformation and engage the
Reformation teachings on the question of
contemporary Christian identity in Germany
and in India. Other highlights of the program
will include a visit to the Francke Foundations
in Halle (home to the Danish-Halle mission that
sent the first Lutheran missionariesto India).

A two-night homestay and cultural exchange
with families from Luther’'shometown,
Eisleben, will give them the opportunity to
exchange church experiences, native dances
(incduding the polkal), and foods.

Thanksto our network of partnersand
sponsors—including Lutheran World
Federation, the ELCA, Women of the ELCA and
several individuals and congregations—the
Wittenberg Center is able to offer scholarship
assistance to the talented and faithful women
who will be participants of this seminar. In the
life of the worldwide church, the Wittenberg
Center isblessed to be able to facilitate the
exploration of the Reformation heritage by
clergy and lay leadersfrom many different
cultures, and to engage leadersto reach out in
mission.

WHAT GOES AROUND COMES
AROUND:
He's back! (As avolunteer)

Rev. Karl Reko isthe newest volunteer at the
ELCA Wittenberg Center. Heismarried; his
wife is Ruth, and they have two sons and three
grandchildren.

Some of you may remember Karl’'sfirst
connection to Wittenberg in 1998, when he was
arepresentative of the ELCA Division for Global
Mission. At that time, he worked with the area
churchesand agenciesin beginning the work of
establishing the Wittenberg Center.

Karl’sbackground includesfiveyearsasa
missionary in Papua New Guinea, service on the
staff of Concordia Seminary and the faculty of
Christ Seminary-Seminex in . Louis,
development of atraining program for ELCA
employeesin the human resources office of the
ELCA, service asDirector for International
Scholarships and then as Director for Planning
and Evaluation for the Division for Global
Mission.

Karl Reko, Wittenberg Center volunteer, enjoys working
with Center co-director, Bill Swanson, in a new capacity.

When heretired in July, 2002, Karl wasthe Area
Program Director for Western Europe and the
Nordic countries. Since then he hasbeen
consulting with variousunits of the ELCA as
well aspursuing hisinterest in people by
working with career planning clients.

Karl arrived in January and will serve at the
Wittenberg Center until March 31.



THANKS TO YOU,
OUR SUPPORTERS

Without your on-going support, the Wittenberg
Center’'swork would not be possible. We say “thank
you” to thefollowing individuals, churches or
organizations who have been recent supporters of the
ELCA Wittenberg Center:

GLOBAL MISSION SUPPORT
(WITTENBERG CENTER DESIGNATED GIFTS)

<. bhn’s Lutheran Church WELCA........ Flanagan, IL
Elaine Peterson Moline, IL
Eunice & Keith Ro€.......ccoveeeireeicee e Vestal, NY

In support of staff salaries:
Kountze Memorial Lutheran Church......... Omaha, NE

Christene Wright ... Bryan, TX

<. bhn’s Lutheran Church Memorial Fund ................

............................................................................ Sdney, OH
* * *

Elijah Foundation of Zion Church............ Ferndale, M1

GladysRasK .......ccoveirnninrinneceeeee Woodbridge, NJ

Jean Klingler ....Fayetteville, PA
In support of ministry for Latin America:
Kountze Memorial Lutheran Church......... Omaha, NE

* * *

In memory of Mary Liedl:

Dick & Naomi Bruesehoff........cceeerunnee Park Ridge, IL
* * *

Richard & Mary Lee Wahl................... Millersville, MD

Richard & Bonnie Jensen ................. Apple Valley, MN

David HUNSUCKES ......coeeeeiieeeciieeeceeeee Gastonia, NC

Evelyn Felice.....ocrneeeeene Wood Dale, IL

Bernice Campbell........corvinrnecnee Sun City West, AZ

In memaory of Kennegh Swanson:

Marion SWanSsoN .......ceeceeeeeeeeeeeesenenens River Forest, IL
* * *

Carter Lindberg........coccoveovevnnrnecnens Northboro, MA

Robert Winkel ... Kingston, WA

Y/ \VAESES (010 Ashley, ND
William Benson .......ceeeeeeeeeeceeeese e Eau Claire, WI

Elizabeth Ekdale.......cccooeeeereecuveeenns San Francisco, CA
Cheryl Ny ..o Columbus, OH
Gertrude Campmeyer .... ..Chambersburg, PA
Helen RUIE......oueeeeeeeeeceee e Fargo, ND
Alfred HanSoN........cceeeveeeveceeee e Arcadia, WI
Shirley Mitchell ..o Merrill, WI

SUSsaN Garofola......c.ccceeeececevee s Lititz, PA
JONN BUSS....oicecce e Sandwich, IL

Charlesand Marilyn Jcobson......... Cannon Falls, MN
Bethany Lutheran Church ........c....... Crystal Lake, IL
Earl & Christine Mummert.................... Harrisburg, PA

Zion Lutheran Church Endowment Fund .....................
.................................................................. Doylestown, OH
First Lutheran Church WELCA............... Pecatonica, IL
HelgaMalmede.........cccccveueee. Wittenberg, GERMANY

* * *

For internationa schdarships:

Anonymous
* * *

In support of Frau Skirl’ssdary:

First Lutheran Church .......ccccoviieevveienee. Freeport, IL
* * *
In memary of LindaDiBona:
Richard and N aomi Bruesehoff............. Park Ridge, IL
* * *

WITTENBERG CENTER ENDOWMENT GIFTS
(ELCA FOUNDATION)
Earl & Christine Mummert................... Harrisburg, PA

BE A PART OF THE WITTENBERG
CENTER: YOU CAN HELP!

In order for the ELCA Wittenberg Center to continue
to celebrate theriches of our Reformation heritage
with theglobal church, werely on the support of
people who sharethe Center’svision.

Project Assistant Jessica Nipp has comeup with a set
of both “serious” and “not so serious” ideasto help
you in your support of thisministry.

8- Sellindulgences! (It worked for Tetzel!)

8-  Sponsor one of Luther’'s 95 Theses!

8- Hold a Reformation quiz night:
Confirmation Studentsvs. Their Parents (Sell
ticketsfor the audience)

8- Hostamission “theme Sunday”: read
stories from our newsletter in atemple talk,
sing ahymn of German origin, havea
children’ssermon on Martin Luther, and
receive a special offering for the Wittenberg
Center

Ideaswith food:

8- Onecongregation raised several hundred
dollars by selling German gummi bearsat an
international fest

8- Host abenefit pig roast: Germansdo
wonderful thingswith pork!

d- HostaGerman ‘themedinner’ with
sauerkraut, sausages, and a polka band!

8- Convinceyour pastor or youth minister to
participate in a piethrowing contest. (They
arethetarget!) It'salwaysa popular activity
and reminiscent of themedieval stocks. . .

Any gifts may be made by using the enclosed gift
card. All giftsto the Wittenberg Center Level Il
program aretax deductible.



NEWS BRIEFS:
Dresden Remembers Bombing

Dresden marked the 60th anniversary of the allied
firebombing in WWI1I in which 35,000 civiliansare
estimated to havedied and the historical city center
wasreduced torubble. Atamemorial service at the
city’s Frauenkirche, or Church of Our Lady, clergy
from Coventry cathedral in England presented a cross
made from medieval nailsrescued from theroof of
the cathedral after it was destroyed by German
bombing in 1940. “We will work together for peacein
the future,” said the Rev. bhn Irvine, dean of the
English cathedral, as he presented the cross.

* * *

An opinion poll in Germany hasfound that almost ¥
of those persons surveyed would like to see church
buildings open during theweek, not only at
weekendsand during services. Thesurvey comesat a
timewhen many of Germany’s Protestant churches
arelooking at waysto keep their sanctuary doors
open during the week. They are often dosed dueto
fears of burglary or vandalism.

* * *

TheRev. Rosemarie Wenner, 49, has become the first
woman to be elected bishop of the United Methodist
Church in Germany and thedenomination’sfirst
female bishop outsidetheUS. Atthesametime,the
Old Catholic Church in Germany ordained Alexandra
Caspari asitsfirst woman priest on February 26 at a
ceremony in Karlsruhe. The Old Catholic Church
was founded after the First Vatican Council in 1870
dedared papal infallibility.

* * *

German churchesareremembering the 70th
anniversary of the arrest of 500 Protestant pastors by
the police and the Gestapo for reading an anti-Nazi
proclamation from their pulpits. “Thiswas a unique
event in the history of the struggle of the Confessing
Church with theleadersof the Third Reich,” the
Union of Evangelical Churchesin Germany said in a
statement to mark theanniversary.

EVERY MISSIONARY NEEDS A
GUARDIAN ANGEL

“I've alwayswanted to work in a mail room,” quips
theRev. Arthur Stees. Art, asheisaffectionately
known, wasBill and Twila’s senior colleague when
they served together at First Lutheran Church in
Freeport, lllinois. Since Art’sretirement, Bill and
Twilahaveworked hard to help him makehis mail
room dream come true.

Every couple of weeks or so, Bill and Twila send Art
(pictured below) additionsto the mailing list of
“miteinander” so that all donors, program
participants, and ‘just plain interested’ personscan
receive their quarterly (or so) newsletter.

When publication time rolesaround, Bill and Twila

send Art their newdetter, and heworkswith ateam

of volunteersat First Lutheran Church in Freeport to
ensurethat you receiveyour mailing.

What else doeshedo? He printsour gift cards, makes

surethat
we qualify
for the best
postage
rates
possible,
receives
address
corrections
from the
post office,
and keeps
hiseyes

CONTACT INFORMATION FOR
BILL AND TWILA

E-mail (personal): SchockSw anson@cs.com
E-mail(business):ELCAWittenbergCenter @-onlinede
Telephone: +49-3491-412-531
FAX: +49-3491-412-532
Home: +49-3491-411-665
Website: www.elca.org/ wittenberg
Mail: Schock/ Swanson
ELCA Wittenberg Center
Schlossplatz 1d
06886 Lutherstadt Wittenberg GERMANY

open for other personswho might beinterested in the
work of the Wittenberg Center.

Hehasdonethisfor Bill and Twila’'s missionary
newsletter for thepast 11 years! (Thecurrent mailing
list approaches 700 recipients.) And, he'sdone even
more. Every missionary needsaguardian angel, and
he’'sdonethat aswell.

When, during their missionary days in Russia, Bill
and Twila’s USbank account wasviolated by an
organized crimering, he got them anew PIN number
at thebank. Becausehereceivesmany of their State-
sidemailings, when Bill and Twila’s credit card
statementsneed sending, hedoesthat too. (Granted,
hehasn’'t gone asfar as paying their balance.) When
Bill and Twila needed a home for their missionary
homeassignment, he found them a free parsonagein
which to live.

Art, thank you for sharing your mail room skillswith
us. We could not have doneit without you. Hats off
toyou!
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